Created by Matt Ronas
Page 3 of 5

China has 1.2 billion people

Aim: How did geography influence the development of China?

I – Chinese Geography

A. China is a little larger than the United Sates

B. 12% of the total land is arable (suitable) for farming

A. The Untied Sates’ land is 23% arable

C. Chinese called their country “Zhoung Guo” (Means “Middle Kingdom”)

D. Mountains make up one third of China’s area (Himalayans are the biggest mountain range in China)

E. The Gobi Desert is to the north of china

F. Geographical barriers such as mountains and deserts isolated China from people in other parts of Asia

G. Chinese civilization began 4,000 years ago

H. River valleys developed and helped aid civilizations

1. Yangtze River

· 3,400 miles long

· Flows across central China

2. Huang River (also called “The Yellow River’ because of the yellow silt the river contained)

· 2,900 miles long

· Flows from Mongolia to the Pacific Ocean

· Called the “Great Sorrow” because it flooded a lot

Aim: How did the idea “The Mandate of Heaven” influence Chinese history?

I – Chinese Dynasties

A. “Dynasty” is another name for a ruling Chinese family that control the country

B. Chinese dynasties claimed “The Mandate of Heaven” to govern. When the rulers claimed it, if they were just and fair, they receive authority to rule from heaven

C. Double edged sword – “The Mandate of Heaven” justifies ruling, but is also used by people to rebel against authority

D. Dynasties lasted anywhere from 20-900 years

Aim: What was the significance of the Zhou and Qin dynasties?

I – Zhou Dynasty – 1122 – 256 B.C.
A. First dynasty to use the idea of “The Mandate of Heaven” to overthrow the Shang dynasty (accused it of being corrupt and “Swimming in ponds of wine” meaning that the government was out to please themselves and were ignoring the people)

B. Lasted 900 years – longest dynasty in Chinese history

C. Good leadership, strong government, strong bureaucracy (people who helped the ruler to govern)

1. Government provided a strong education, and built roads

D. They had family members rule different parts of China

E. Setup an agricultural system in which wealthy people owned land – peasants worked on the land

F. Warring Period – 475 – 221 B.C. – Civil war between different Chinese leaders upset with the Zhou Dynasty

G. Qin Dynasty take over

II – Qin Dynasty – 221 – 207 B.C.

A. Defeats the Zhou Dynasty and unites China under one strong government

B. Strict Rule

C. Qin Shihuangdi – first Chinese emperor of the Qin Dynasty

1. Unifies China – gets rid of many warlords

2. Established a national currency

3. Creates a system of weights and measurements

4. Links sections of existing walls together

A. Walls built to keep out Mongolian people from the north

B. Known as the great wall of China

5. Burial tomb was guarded by terracotta life-like soldiers

Aim: Why was the Han Dynasty so important in Chinese history

I – Han Dynasty – 2020 B.C.
A. Took over after the Qin Dynasty

B. Governed China for 400 years

C. Population increased from 20 to 60 million

D. Controlled territory outside of China – ruled into Korea and North India

E. Wudi – Most famous Chinese leader of his period

· Wudi started the Chinese Civil Service

· He made people take competitive test in order to work for the government – Bureaucracy (merit based)

F. Silk road – 4,000 mile long “path” from china to the Middle East (Iraq.) Middle east re-sold products to the Roman Empire

· Silk and spices were traded for precious stones, wool, and glass

· This is an example of cultural diffusion – one countries ideas have influence on another’s society (i.e. food, religion)

G. Black July – Today, Chinese students have to take a series fo competitive exams in order to get into college

Aim: How did Confucianism influence the future development of China?

I – Kong Fuzi (master teacher) – Confucius
A. Born in 551 B.C.

B. Lived during the warring period (time of civil war, violence, and instability) in the Zhou Dynasty

C. He is obsessed with the question, “how can China become more peaceful and end war?”

D. Stresses social harmony and good government. Peace would return to China if they lived according to ethical principles (like the 10 commandments)

1. Reciprocity – “Do not do unto others what you would not want others to do unto you”

2. Filial Piety – Key idea of Confucianism – children should respect and honor their elders (idea: don’t bring embarrassment to your family)

3. Confucianism doesn’t care about an after life, but peace on earth

4. Five Constant Relationships:

i. Ruler ( subject

ii. Father ( son

iii. Husband ( wife

iv. Older brother ( younger brother

v. Friend ( friend (equal relationships)

5. Confucianism influence the social structure

i. Scholars

ii. Peasants

iii. Artisans

iv. Merchants

Aim: Does Legalism and Taoism conflict with Confucianism or support it?

I – Legalism

A. A philosophy created by a group of scholars called legalists

B. Most famous legalist scholar was Hanfeizi

· He argued that humans were born evil and required a strong government to make them listen

C. He emphasized the importance of harsh punishment, strict rules, and the idea that only a strong leader could create an orderly society

D. This philosophy was created during the warring period of the Zhou Dynasty; violence and war

· Legalism and Confucianism are trying to create a peaceful and orderly society

E. Qin Dynasty (Qin Shi Huangdi) = Legalism

1. Burns the books of the scholars – attack on knowledge and descent

2. Assimilate rival leaders – their weapons are taken away

3. Taxes the poor and forces them to build the Great Wall of China

4. He dies and is over thrown by the Han dynasty

II – Taoism
A. Created by Laozi – his followers are Taoists

B. Believed that people should give up their material desires and turn to nature

· Tao is the universal force that controls the universe

C. Taoism emphasizes the idea of “go with the flow” (accept life for what it is)

D. Influences Chinese art (paintings are of nature, trees, water falls, etc.)

· Feng Shui  -architecture is in harmony with nature

E. Unlike Confucianism that argues that it is your duty to work hard and improve your live, Taoism believes that inaction rather than action is the best way to live life

F. Yin and Yang – Connected to Taoist

1. Represents the opposite forces in the universe

2. Two colors:

a. Yin – cool, dark, female, submissive

b. Yang – warm, light, male, aggresive
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