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Aim: How did the Mayan civilization influence Meso-America?

I – Mayan Civilization – 300 A.D. – 900 A.D.

A. Located on the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico between North and South America in a region called Meso-America

B. The Mayans conquered many city states and became the most powerful city

1. Writing system – Their alphabet consisted of 850 characters which each symbolized an idea or object. The characters were hieroglyphics and considered sacred.

2. Math achievements – Made the “long calendar”, a calendar consisting of 365 days which were divided into 18 months

· 3114 B.C. was the beginning of the Mayan creation according to the Mayan calendar

· December 23rd, 2012 A.D. was the date predicted as the end of the world (end of the Mayan civilization) according the Mayan calendar

3. Cities – Had well built houses

4. Pyramids – The pyramids were used as temples

· Had stairs to the top of the pyramid on two of the four sides

· At the top of the pyramid, there was a temple

5. Pacal – Famous Mayan leader

Aim: How was Aztec society organized and what role did religion play?

I – Aztecs – 1325 A.D. – 1520 A.D.

A. By 1400 A.D. they conquer other city-states and control most of Central Mexico

B. Their government was a monarchy led by a king who was advised by his priests; his bureaucracy also helped him to run the government

C. They had a de-centralized government – appointed a local leader to govern a conquered territory, but they had to pay tribute

D. The Aztec king claimed he was a descendent of the gods

E. The Aztec woman could:

· Own land

· Enter into agreements with men

F. The Aztec diet:

· Poor – Ate vegetables, lots of corn, and drank water

· Rich – Had cocoa dog, turkey, rabbit, and other deceases (tadpoles and ants)

G. Merchants – They bartered

II – Aztec Religion
A. Polytheistic – Feathered serpent – Quetzalcoatal

B. Their religion was based on the belief that the world was a struggle between good and evil

C. They believed that the world had been destroyed 10 times and that the world would be demolished for the last time by an earthquake 

· They tried to postpone the end of the world by appeasing the gods. They also tried to obtain nice weather for agriculture.

· In particular, they prayed to the sun god, Huitzilopochtli

D. They practiced human sacrifice to appease the gods

· They sacrificed prisoners of war and young male soldiers

· During the year 1490 A.D., over 20,000 people had been sacrificed  

Aim: How did Cortes impact the Aztec Empire?

I – Hernan Cortes

A. He was a conquistador (Spanish explorer)

1. Motivations:

a. Gold – Considered the most value metal in the world at the time

b. Glory and fame – Spread the Spanish ideas

c. God

· These are known as the 3 G’s

B. Cortes left Cuba and sallied to Vera Cruz Mexico – He brought with him 550 soldiers, 16 horses, and a few brass cannons

C. The Aztec leader Montezuma initially believed that Cortes was the representative of Quetzalcoatal because Cortes came from the east and was wearing a cross. Because Montezuma believed Cortes was a representative of Quetzalcoatal, they treated him like royalty

D. Cortes built an alliance with other native Americans who were upset with the harsh Aztec Empire

1. Malinche – A female slave given to Cortes who would translate for him

E. Cortez kidnapped Montezuma 

· Aztec people attacked Cortes for this, but he escaped

F. In 1521, Cores and 50,000 natives attacked the Aztec capital for 85 days

1. Disease such as small pox killed many native Americans

G. Spain won and built a Central American empire and became one of the strongest European countries

H. The capital city, Tenochtitlan, is written about by Vernal Diaz

Aim: Who were the Incans and what was their ultimate fate?

I – Incans – 144 A.D. – 1535 A.D.

A. The Incans were native Americans who lived in the mountains of Peru

B. Incan means “ruler”

C. The empire included Ecuador and Chili

· At the empire’s height, there where about 12 million people

D. Cuzco – Capital of Incan empire

E. Master road builders:

· Built about 24,800 miles of road throughout the empire which were used mainly for military reasons

F. Terrace farming – Creating “steps” in the side of a mountain for farming so that the plants can be irrigated and the water doesn’t run off the hill

G. City Of Machu Picchu – Famous city which sits on the top of a hill 7,000 feet above sea level (carves into the mountains)

· It was discovered in 1911

H. Francisco Pizzaro:

1. Was a conquistador

2. In 1520 he arrived in Peru

3. In 1535 He conquered the Incan Empire

Aim: How did Muhammad impact the Islamic religion?

I – Arab Culture

A. Developed in the Arabian Peninsula between the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf

B. Ancient Arabs were known as Bedouins. They herded cattle and goats and they lived in tens (were nomadic)

C. The Arabs were organized into tribes who were led/ruled by the “Sheik”

D. For the most part, the Arabs were polytheistic. However, there is one god who is the most powerful, Allah (means God in Arabic).

II – Muhammad
A. 570 A.D. – 632 A.D. – Born in Mecca which was a western trading city in Saudi Arabia

B. He was an orphan at age 5. He grew up and became a merchant. He marries an older wealthy merchant woman by the name of Khadija.

C. Muhammad became worried about the growing gap between the wealthy merchants and the poor (Bedouins)

D. He was meditating in near by hills and claimed that an angel named Gabriel told him that he is the messenger of Allah.

E. In the Koran, the Islam’s holy book, Muhammad wrote of what Allah had told him.

F. Followers of Islam are called Muslims.

G. He goes to Mecca to spread the word of Allah. He criticized the wealthy merchants and they saw him as a threat

H. Muhammad escaped from Mecca and went to Medina (This was called “Hegira)

Aim: How do the five pillars of Islam influence Muslim’s lives?

I – Five Pillars of Islam

A. Ethical code of Islam

1. Prayer – They pray 5 times a day – Sunrise, noon, afternoon, sunset and evening

a. Mosque – Islamic holy place of worship (considered holy ground; must wash hands and take off shoes before entering a mosque – ritual cleansing)

B. Faith in Allah – Monotheism

C. Almsgiving (charity) – Belief that the rich have the duty to help the poor

D. Pilgrimage – (Hajj) – Every able-bodied Muslim is expected to go to Mecca and make the Hajj at least once in their life, a religious journey.

E. Fast – Ramadan – It happens at a different time every year according to our calendar since the date of Ramadan is based on the lunar calendar. The Muslims fast during the time in which Allah presented Muhammad with the Koran.

Aim: How did Muhammad’s death impact Islam?

I – Muhammad’s Death

A. Muhammad had no sons, only daughters. This was a problem of succession (no one to rule or spread ideas)

B. Abu Bakur who was the father in law of Muhammad, became the caliph (political and spiritual leader) when Muhammad dies.

C. Bakur launched Jihads (holy wars) and also extended the influence of the Islamic religion by conquering other Arab, Jewish, and Christian areas in Syria, Iran, and Jerusalem.

D. The early Muslims were tolerant of other religions in the territories they conquered.

E. Ali – Muhammad’s son in law who takes over when Bakur dies.

F. Mu’amiyah – Arab general who founds the Umayyad Dynasty.

II – Umayyad Dynasty

A. The Muslim capital was moved from Medina to Damascus Syria under the Umayyad Dynasty

B. The Muslim empire expanded from the Middle East to the Mediterranean Sea

C. The Muslims reach France. There, they have the ‘Battle of Tours” in 732 A.D. (Muslims vs. Christians – Christians win)

D. There were internal struggles within Islam by people like Hussein (relate to Muhammad). In 680 A.D. he led his troops of 72 men to fight the 10,000 men of the Umayyad troops. Umayyad wins.

E. From the feat of Hussein, a major split in Islam occurs

1. Sunni Muslims – Make up 85% of Muslims today – Believe that the first 4 caliphs are the rightful heirs to Muhammad

2. Shiites (she – ites) – They regard Ali, the son in law of Muhammad, as the legitimate successor 

Aim: How are women treated in Islamic society?

I – Koran
A. It instructs men to treat women with respect. The women were aloud to own property under the Koran

B. Gender roles:

· Men – Men are providers of the family and control the family. They also had more than one wife (were polygamy)

· Women – They take care of the children. When they go out, they wear veils to conceal their identity (Extreme Muslim women wear a burqa – a garment which covers the whole body)

II - Taliban Women
1. Can not be educated once over the age of 8

2. Must wear a burqa

3. Can not work

4. Must stay with a male guardian outside of the house 

5. The windows of their house were painted so they were blocked from the outside world

Aim: How did economic prosperity and slavery impact the Islamic world?

I – Economic Prosperity
A. Koran – It was pro-trade – encouraged trade and business

B. Trade occurred within the Islamic world

C. They traded with Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Byzantine Empire

1. Africa – Ivory and gold

2. China – Silk and porcelain

3. India – Spices

D. Bazaars – Market places where goods from all over the world are sold

II – Slavery

A. In theory, the Muslim empire was based on equality, but in reality, slavery existed

B. Muslim traders go to Africa, get slaves, and they bring them back to the Middle East.

· Some slaves served in armies

· Some were domestic servants in homes

· Some could purchase their freedom

Why Africa?

· Slavery already existed in Africa and the African leaders traded slaves with other countries.

· Because Africa was polytheistic and they didn’t believe in the same god as the Muslim’s, they didn’t feel guilty capturing them

Aim: How did Islamic culture influence world history?

I – Islamic Science and Math Contributions

A. Muslim scholars translated the philosophical and scientific works of the Greeks and Romans

B. The House of Wisdom – 830 A.D. – Located in Baghdad Iraq – Was a research center and the largest library in the world where Muslim scholars could study

C. Algebra is created by Al Khwarizmi – A Muslim scholar

D. Medicine

· Ibn Sina – Famous Muslim doctor who researched the contagious nature of diseases

· Al Razi – Wrote books on medicine dealing with small pox and measles
E. Astronomy – An observatory was built at the House of Wisdom in order to look at space

F. 9th – 15th centuries – Muslim world was far more advanced intellectually than Europe

II – Arabic Literature

A. Omar Khayam – The Rubiat

B. 1001 Arabian Nights – One story told in it was Aladdin

III – Masques

A. Structure: Minarets, open courts, arches

B. No separation between religion and politics
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