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Aim: Was Manoralism a good system in the Middle Ages?

I – Manoralism

A. An economic system between lords and peasants

B. The futile lord made money from the labor of his peasants who lived on his land

C. The lords provided protection and allowed the peasants to live on their land, and in return, the peasants provided various services to the lord

1. Peasants had to farm the land for the lord and give him a certain percentage of their crops

2. Peasants had the give up their time to build bridges, roads, and dig ditches

3. Peasants had to leave a loaf of bread for the lord if they used his mill

D. Manors – Nearly self-sufficient (produced everything)

· Peasants farmed and herded sheep

· Artisans:

· Blacksmiths – Metal workers

· Carpenters – Wood

· Brewer – Beer

· Millers – Bread

E. Increased economic production over time

1. Three field system – Two for planting and one fallow field (not used) to preserve soil (crop rotation)

2. Increased technology:

· The heavy plow

II – Serfs

A. Most peasants were serfs who were bound to their land

B. Lived to be 40 years of age at most

C. Ate bread, vegetables, and sometimes but rarely, meat

D. They got Sundays off so they could go to church and play games like horseshoes and archery to relax

Aim: How did the growth of towns affect the society of medieval Europe?

I – Crusades

A. They accelerated the development of western Europe from a backward, violent, and technologically inferior area, to a more complicated area win which towns were created, trade expanded, and learning thrived

II- High Middle Ages in Europe – 1000 A.D. – 1400 A.D.

A. Economic expansion

1. More agriculture

2. Technology advancements

3. The three field system for farming

III – Rise of Towns
A. Towns were built near castles for protection

B. Built close to the water which was good for trade

C. Built near well traveled roads – The towns would repair ancient Roman roads

D. Two major trading areas

1. Southern Europe – Venice, Genoa, and Pisa (Large Italian ports for spices, silk, and sugar)

2. Northern Europe – Belgium, Flanders (Traded woolens/cloth for clothing)

E. Banks – The need to move beyond bartering led to the rise of a money economy in which products are paid for in gold and silver (commercial capitalism)

1. Joint-stock companies – Corporations (You could buy stock in the companies)

F. Guilds – Early labor unions

1. Composed of artisans (e.g. Carpenter guild, shoemaker guild)

2. Established strict rules concerning:

· The prices to be charged for their products

· The product quality

· Competition between artisans

3. Guild structure – Master; controlled workshop and owned tools ( Apprentice; worked for a master to learn a skill (internship) ( Journey man; wend from workshop to workshop and was paid, but wasn’t good enough to become a master

IV – The Rise of the Middle Class

A. The middle class was made up of merchants, artisans, and bankers

B. People no longer relied on land to make a living. They got money through trade and cash.

· Social structure went as follows: Lords ( Middle class ( Serfs

· Middle class in Germany is known as Burgher and Bourgeoisie in France

Aim: How did the Catholic church shape the development of Medieval Europe?

I – Rules of the Catholic Church
A. Religious:

1. It provided spiritual guidance

2. It taught that all people were sinners and that they depended on God’s grace for salvation (forgiveness)

3. The only way to receive salvation was by taking part in the church

· Sacraments – The church is with you from birth to death

4. Most people were uneducated and could not speak the language of the church, Latin. For the uneducated, icons and stained glass windows helped people understand religion.

5. Monasticism – Monks and nuns

II – Political Power of the Church
A. Helped to govern Europe

B. They could help choose leaders

C. They had their own laws and courts 

· They were concerned with morality

· Marriage

· Respect for the church

D. Disobedience could be punished

E. Interdict – When the church threatened an entire country that they wouldn’t receive the sacraments if they disobeyed the church

F. Excommunication – People who disobeyed the church were called heretics and were denied the sacraments which kept you from salvation

G. The Inquisition – Church courts were setup for heretics who didn’t confess. Punishments could be torture or even death.

· They justified their punishments by saying the church was trying to save their soles

· Jews could be tried if they refused to convert to Christianity. They were also blamed for famines and plagues.

· Jews were merchants and money lenders (charged interest)

H. The Lay Investiture Controversy:

1. 11th century – Pope Gregory VII was upset by the Kay Investiture practice by which secular rulers like kings, appointed bishops to church offices to serve as their vassals and provide advice.

2. German King Henry IV – Refused to listen to the pope and he kept appointing his own bishops.

· Bishops were more political than religious

3. Conflict – Church vs. state or pope vs. king

4. Compromise reached – Concordat of Worms:

a. The Pope got to appoint bishops

b. The bishops had to pay homage to the king as a sign of respect

c. The bishops would have the symbol of the church

Aim: How did education and literature transform medieval Europe?

I – Universities (Latin – Universitas)

A. Before universities, the church controlled learning (must know Latin)

B. The rise of towns and cities led to the need for educated officials, trade issues, legal issues

C. Universities started off as a guild of scholars organized for learning

D. First university is in Bologna, Italy in 1158 A.D., second is the University of Paris, third is university of Oxford in 1167 A.D.

II – Scholasticism
A. Saint Thomas Aquinas – Catholic philosopher who wrote “Summa Theologica” 

· In the writing, he tries to reconcile Aristotle’s rational logic and empiricism with faith and belief in God.

II – Medieval Literature

A. Revival of learning and reading

1. Epics – Beowolf – Anglo Saxon hero who fought evil

· Beowolf fought Grendle

2. Vernacular Literature – Stories started to be written in non-Latin (French, Italian, and English)

· Once good example is Dante Alighier’s “Dante’s Inferno”

3. Romance Literature – Troubadours, traveling poet/musicians told stories of love and the beauty of women

Aim: Why during the 14th century did Europe experience disastrous change?

I – Black Death or the Bubonic Plague

A. Occurred during the middle of the 14th century

B. Cause – Black rats were infested with fleas who carried the deadly bacteria

C. Merchants in Italy brought over the disease from the middle east, and then it spread to the rest of Europe

D. Europe had a population of 75 million before the plague hit, and after it struck, it was to have believed to have killed 19 to 38 million

E. Reactions in Europe – Jews were blamed for diseases, plagues, and poisoning of wells

F. Economic consequences – Trade hurt and agriculture devreased

II – The Catholic Church Declines in Power and Reputation
A. Major dispute – Philip IV (France) vs. Pope Boniface VII (Rome)

1. Argument – Philip wants to tax the clergy in France, and Boniface says that only the Pope can tax the clergy

2. Philip IV takes his army to Rome to capture the Pope

3. 1305 A.D. – 1378 A.D. – The Pope’s home becomes France instead of Rome

4. 1378 A.D. – 1417 A.D. – Great Schism – There were two popes at once

II – Hundred Year War 1337 A.D. – 1437 A.D.

A. England vs. France

B. Cause – France seized land belonging to the king of England

Some Information On Cathedrals from 04/22/02

Money to build cathedrals came from:

· Merchants

· Townspeople (Donations)

· Bishops/Religious figures

The gothic cathedral style had some specific features:

· Closed

· Pointed arches

· Flying buttresses (give support)

· Stained glass (Visual, tells stories)

· Statues

· Sculptures

· Lots of light
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