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Aim: Why did the Renaissance begin in Italy?

I – Renaissance 1350 A.D. – 1527 A.D.
A. The re-awakening or rebirth for Europe, particularly western Europe

B. Took place after the plague, 100 year war, and political instability

C. Took place in western Europe and began in Italy

D. Most important idea of the Renaissance is choice/freewill – Man has the ability to shape their own life

II – Key Ideas of the Renaissance

A. Humanism – Stretches back to ancient Rome (Homer – Introduces the idea of Humanism)

B. The definition of Humanism:

1. The belief in the concept of individualism – The individual is important, humans are amazing, smart, and capable of reason

· “Men can do all things if they will”

2. The ideal Renaissance man is multi-talented (e.g. Leonardo da Vinci)

3. Education is stressed (more secular, less religion)

	Middle Ages
	Renaissance

	1. God is superior
	1. Praise god, but also praise man

	2. Men and women are evil/original sinners (e.g. Adam and Eve)
	2. Man is created in God’s image (Man can’t be evil if they are created after God’s image)

	3. Man is insignificant next to God
	3. Man is essential good and capable of choice. Man has freewill and can shape their own future (Pico Mirandola wrote about this)

	4. People are obsessed with heaven and the after life
	4. De-emphasize the after life and live life. Buy things for yourself (materialism)

	5. Man feared god
	5. Humans portrayed as 3D in art

	6. Large cathedrals were built
	

	7. In art, humans were portrayed in 2D and un-realistically
	


III – Why it begins in Italy
A. The urban society was more secular than religious

B. Powerful, wealthy trading cities (Venice, Genoa, Pisa)

C. Birthplace of ancient Rome and Greece

D. Rise of the middle class – Bankers and merchants were most powerful, influential, and common (Medici was a wealthy banker who support Michelangelo)

Aim: Is Machiavelli correct in saying that the end justified the means?

I- Niccolo Machiavelli

A. Born in Italy in 1469 A.D. and died in 1527 A.D.

B. Famous Renaissance political thinker

C. Wrote a famous book: The Prince:
1. His main concern was how should rulers acquire and keep political power

2. Famous question – “Is it better to be feared or loved?” (Love is ephemeral/subject to change, while fear is more powerful and permanent)

· The book express Machiavelli’s negative view of human nature – He thought that men were selfish and they changed their mind easily

· Machiavelli said that fear was more important than love for rulers because fear is permanent

3. Idea of the writing – “The ends justify the means” – As long as you achieve your goal, the way you got to it doesn’t matter

4. Unlike the middle ages, where rulers wanted respect and they believe in Christian ethics and morality, Machiavelli felt that lies, dishonesty, and looser ideas of ethics were crucial to rulers

Aim: How did Martin Luther’s religious reforms lead to a new branch of Christianity called Protestantism?

I – Christian Humanism
A. Renaissance ideas spread to northern Europe (Germany and Holland)

B. Christian Humanism believed that humans had the ability to reason and improve themselves

C. Erasmus - A Dutch religions reformer

1. He said that Christianity should show people how to live good daily lives instead of focusing exclusively on being saved

· He stressed the inwardness of religious feeling (this is emotional)

· HE said that people could find God on their own

II – Protestant Reformation – 1517 A.D.

A. Martin Luther was a German monk

B. He called for a reformation (a change in the Church’s way of teaching and practicing Christianity)

C. There was a split in the Catholic church which led to a new type of Christianity, Protestantism

D. Luther’s ideas:

1. Justification by faith alone – Faith alone in God is enough to bring about salvation

2. He criticized the Church’s practice of selling indulgences, certificates, which would give the buyer of the indulgence a guarantee of admission into heaven and forgiveness for all of their sins

3. He accused the pope of being corrupt and having to much power (Pope Leo 10th was the pope at the time)

4. “Erasmus laid the egg that Luther hatched” – The idea that people can think for themselves

5. 1517 A.D. – Luther nailed 95 theses (statements) to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany

6. Luther became popular, but Pope Leo X tried to get Luther withdraw his criticisms of the catholic church

· Luther did not take his theses back, and in 1521 A.D., the Edict of Worms was formed. This said that Luther was to be excommunicated

· When this happened, Luther’s writings were also burned

· German princes stood up for Luther during the edict of worms

· Luther printed a German bible with his views after being excommunicated, and this started the Protestant religion with the original name, Lutheranism

· Luther felt the bible should be the final authority on religion

· He felt that the church was a community of believers and no hierarchies

· Under his modification of Catholicism, Protestantism, priests could have kids

Aim: How important was the printing press to the world?

I – The Printing Press

A. 7th century – Twang Dynasty – Preformed wood block printing, where Chinese characters carved into wood, were inked, and transferred to paper (Chinese created first “real” paper)

B. Johann Gutenburg – In 1450 A.D., a German inventor who discovered how to print with moveable type. Under this system of printing, individual letters in metal were moveable and could be put together to easily make words
· The first book printed on the moveable type print press was the bible

C. Effects of the printing press:

· By 1500 A.D., 1000 printers were in existence and 40,000 book titles were in print (The price of books decreased)

· Knowledge was spread of art and politics 

· Scholars were encouraged to research

· Renaissance ideas were spread such as humanism

Aim: How did Renaissance in Italy lead to artistic expression?

A few facts about Renaissance artists

A. Leonardo da Vinci painted the “Mona Lisa”

B. Michelangelo was a sculptor and a painter (Painted the Sistine chapel)

C. Raphael started the school of Athens

Aim: What different forms of Protestantism emerged in Europe as the Protestant reformation spread?

I – Zwinglism
A. Started by Ulrich Zwingli – A Swiss protestant

B. He agreed with Luther on the issue of justification on faith alone

C. He wanted to illuminate icons and worshipping of saints. He also wanted to completely break away from the Catholic church

D. He also wanted to establish a theocracy (A government run by religious people)

II – John Calvin

D. Swiss protestant

E. He wrote the Institutes of the Christian Religion
1. In his book, he wrote that God is all powerful and all knowing and that he directs everything that happens on earth

2. Predestination – God determines who goes to heaven and who goes to hell

· If you were going to heaven, you were known as an “Elect”

· If you were going to hell, you were know as a “Reprobate”

· “Idea of the Calling” – Even if you don’t know whether you’re going to heaven or hell, you nevertheless try hard, do your job to the best of your ability, and be obedient to God (simply put: Hard work well done is pleasing to God)

· This message appealed to the middle class of Europe

· The pilgrims and puritans who formed the Plymouth colony were all protestants who believe in Calvinism

III – Anabaptist
A. Followers do not believe in baptism for their children

B. They only admitted adults into their church

C. They believed in separation of church and state

D. People should be allowed to worship freely

IV – Anglicanism – England

A. King Henry VIII – Wanted a divorce from Catherine of Aragon. He claimed that Catherine couldn’t produce a male heir to the throne

· They had one daughter together named Mary

· The pope refused to divorce them because Catherine was related to the him and he disliked King Henry

· Henry ignored the pope and divorced Catherine and married Anne Boylen

1. They had a girl together named Elizabeth

2. Anne didn’t produce a male, so Henry killed her

· In 1534 A.D., Henry got parliament to pass the “Act of Supremacy” – Henry made himself leader of the English Catholic church, and he broke away from the pope

· Sir Thomas Moore – An English religious leader who challenged Henry VIII and the act of supremacy

· Henry married queen Jane Seymour and he finally got a male child

· Edward VI, their son, ruled from 1547 A.D. 1553 A.D.

· Mary, the daughter of Catherine replaced Edward and ruled from 1553 A.D. to 1558 A.D.

· Elizabeth, the half sister of Mary took over after Mary and ruled from 1558 A.D. to 1603 A.D. (She started Anglicanism)

· Anglicanism – Part Protestant belief and Catholic practice

Aim: How did the Catholic counter reformation try to halt the advance of Protestantism?

I – Catholic Counter Reformation

A. A move by the Catholic church to stop the spread of Protestantism and strengthen Catholicism

B. Pope Paul III – Council of Trent – 1545 A.D.

· Under the Council of Trent, the Catholic teachings were re-affirmed

· Salvation was said to have come thru faith and good works

· Suggested that the bible should be in Latin

· There should be no selling of indulges anymore but they can given out

C. Jesuits – Catholic missionaries (nicknamed “Black Robes”)
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